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Numerian augustus, 283 - 284

Aureus 284, AV 21 mm, 5.5 g. IMP NVMERIANVS AVG Laureate and draped bust r. Rev. VENE - RI
VICTRICI Venus standing |, holding Victory in r. hand and apple in I. C94. RIC 406. Calicd 4318 (these
dies).

Very rare. A wonderful portrait of exceptional style. Minor flan crack at two o'clock,
otherwise virtually as struck and almost Fdc 12’500

Ex Triton VI, 2003, 1070; NAC 59, 2011, 1143 and NAC 105, 2018, La Borde, 96 sales. From the William H.
Williams collection.

Nigrinian, son of Carinus

Divo Nigriniano. Antoninianus 283-284, Billon 22 mm, 4.28 g. DIVO NIGRINIANO Radiate head .
Rev. CONSECRATIO Eagle standing facing with spread wings, head I. In exergue, KAA. C 2. RIC Carus
472.

Dark green patina and about extremely fine 1250

Ex NFA XXVII, 1991, 178; Baldwin's 57, 2008, 201 and Triton XXVIII, 2025, 747 sales. Privately purchased
from lan Roper Coins and Antiquities on 26th June 2009.
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Julian I of Pannonia, October - December 284

Aureus, Siscia circa 284, AV 19 mm, 4.24 g. IMP C IVLIA-NVS P F AVG Laureate, draped and cuirassed
bust r. Rev. LIBERTAS PVBLICA Libertas standing I, holding pileus in r. hand and cornucopiae in |.; in
r.field, large star. C3. RICT, pl. XX, 17 (this obverse die). Calicé 4413 (this obverse die).

Extremely rare. An attractive specimen of this difficult issue, an unobtrusive graffito on obverse
field and a minor edge mark at one o'clock on obverse, otherwise good extremely fine 50'000

Ex Hirsch XXIV, 1909, Weber, 446; Hess 25 March 1929, Vogel, 946; Ars Classica XVII, 1934, Evans, 1811;
Schulman 243, 1966, Graham, 2193; LHS 97, 2006, European Scholar, 82; Gemini V, 2009, 832 and NAC
102, 2017, 563 sales.

In 284 the Empire was in crisis: the 'dynasty' founded by Carus and his two sons in 282 had virtually collapsed, for
not only had Carus died in 283 while campaigning against the Persians, but his youngest son, Numerian, who was
leading the army back from the Persian front, died in the fall of 284. Remaining in power legitimately was the
older brother, Carinus, who in the meantime had been ruling in the West. Following Numerian's murder, another
commander, Diocles (the future emperor Diocletian), was hailed emperor in his place, and in opposition to
Carinus in the West. Caught between these two rivals was a third commander, Julian of Pannonia, who then was
governing the province of Venetia and determined to stake his claim. While keeping a wary eye on the approach
of Diocletian, Carinus quickly dealt with the nearest usurper, Julian, whom he defeated early in 285. All of Julian's
coins - billon aurelianiani and gold aurei (of which perhaps thirty are known) — were struck at Siscia, the only
mint-city under his control.

Diocletian, 284 - 305

1476 1476

Medallion circa 284-286, A& 37 mm, 29.72 g. IMP C C VAL DIOCLETIANVS P F AVG Laureate, draped
and cuirassed bust r. Rev. MONETA AVGG The three Monetae standing facing, heads |., holding
scales and cornucopiae; at their feet, heaps of coins. C 326. Gnecchi ll, 15 and pl. 125, 1. Toynbee —.
Mazzini 326 (this coin).

Very rare. An excellent portrait of magnificent style struck in high relief and a lovely brown tone,
extremely fine / good extremely fine 15'000

Ex M&M 76, 1991, 911 and NAC 114, 2019, 835 sales. From the Mazzini and the Pierre Bastien collections.
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Aureus, Antiochia 287-290, AV 21 mm, 5.51g. DIOCLETIANVS - AVGVSTVS Laureate head r. Rev. COS
— [l Emperor on horseback r., raising r. arm. C 54. RIC 310 (these dies). Lukanc 4 and p. 153, 4 (this
coin illustrated). Depeyrot 7/2 (Cyzicus). Calicé 4445.

A bold portrait and an interesting reverse composition, a perfect Fdc 12'500

Ex NAC 71, 2013, Archer M. Huntington part I, 266 and NAC 117, 2019, 344 sales. Ex HSA 22091.

Argenteus, Thessalonica circa 302, AR 20 mm, 3.25 g. DIOCLETI - ANVS AVG Laureate head r. Rew.
VIRTV - S MI - LITVM Four-turreted camp gate, with open door, above entrance, star; in exergue,
TS-A-. C521. RIC Tla.

Light iridescent tone and good extremely fine 500

Argenteus, Siscia 294-295, AR18 mm, 2.91g. DIOCLETI - ANVS AVG Laureate head r. Rev. VIRTVS -
MILITVM The four tetrarchs sacrificing over tripod before eight-turreted camp gate. C 516. Sisak pl. |,
4. RIC 43a.

Lovely iridescent tone, flan crack at four o'clock on obverse,
otherwise virtually as struck and almost Fdc 400

Ex M&M Fixed Price List 202, 1960, 29. From the collection of a Mentor.
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Carausius, 286/7 - 293

Aureus, Rotomagus (?) 289-293, AV 19 mm, 51g. IMP C CARAVSIVS AVG Laureate and cuirassed
bust r. Rev. OPES | - VI AVG Abundantia standing |, holding bunch of grapes and cornucopia. C-.
RIC —. Sutherland, NC 1944, vol. IV, p. 19, 175 and pl. Ill, 14 (these dies, misdescribed). Shiel, RN 1973,
p.166, 8. Shiel p. 149, 9 and pl. B, 9 (these dies). Calicd 4778 (these dies).

Of the highest rarity, apparently only the second specimen known and the only one in private hands.
A very interesting portrait struck on a full flan, minor marks on edge,
otherwise extremely fine / about extremely fine 100’000

Ex NAC 72, 2013, 758 and NAC 125, 2021, 774 sales. From a Scandinavian collection

The aurei of Carausius include very rare pieces of unusual style that bear no mintmark and often have reverse
inscriptions that run over into the exergue. Most specimens are tightly die linked, suggesting the issue was small
and episodic. They usually are attributed to a mint on the continent. Boulogne was an early suggestion, but it was
based upon an incorrect recording of a find site. It is now almost universally believed that these aurei were struck
in Rotomagus (Rouen) since base metal radiates of this issue are found in various parts of Northern France. One
particularly important hoard of radiates in this style was unearthed at Rouen in 1846. This aureus was first sold at
auction by Sotheby's in November, 1881 as part of the collection formed by Reverend Dr. William Chadwick
Neligan, the well-known Rector of St. Mary Shandon & St. Catherine in Cork. Since it become part of the Trau
collection (sold in May, 1935), the aureus was missed by Percy Webb when he was composing RIC vol. V, pt. I,
which went to press in 1933. The coin was then described in the 1944 Numismatic Chronicle and was the main
subject of an article by Norman Shiel, "The Opes Legend on Coins of Carausius," in the 1973 Revue numismatique.
The reverse type, inscribed OPES IVI AVG, depicts a standing female divinity, who must be Abundantia for she
holds a cornucopia and a cluster of grapes. Shiel considers IVI to be a simplification of the epithet invictus
('unconqguered' or 'invincible'). This aureus is unique among the issues of Rotomagus in that its reverse inscription
does not run over into the exergue and it is not die-linked with any other piece known to Shiel at the time of his
work. The style of the Rotomagus issues is simplistic, and the die execution crude. This suggests they were made
by a team with little or no experience in die sinking and coin production, but which likely had adopted skills from
related fields, such as blacksmithing and intaglio engraving. The inscriptions on these coins often are blundered
and sometimes incomplete, indicating that the engravers were probably illiterate. Though crude production
standards are no guarantee that these aurei were an emergency military issue, the likelihood is strong. Perhaps
the strongest prospect is that they were produced as a donative upon the establishment of Carausius' foothold
on the continent in late 286 or early 287. Alternatively, they could have been an emergency issue in the spring of
289, when Maximian sent his failed expedition against Carausius, or an issue of early 293 anticipating the
campaign of Constantius Chlorus, which was successful and cost the rebel his continental strongholds.

Maximianus Herculius, 286 - 305

Aureus 287, AV 20 mm, 538 g. MAXIMI - ANVS P F AVG Laureate head r. Rev. HERCVL-|-P -
ACIFERO Hercules, nude, standing facing, head I., holding club and lion's skin in |. hand and branch
inr. C271. Beaurains 158-159. Depeyrot 6/1. RIC —. Calicd 4666.

An impressive portrait struck in high relief and good extremely fine 15'000

Ex Leu 71,1997, 527: LHS 97, 2006, 89 and NAC 80, 2014, 236 sales.
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Argenteus, Serdica circa 305-306, AR 21 mm, 3.09 g. D N MAXIMI-ANO B S AVG Half figurer,,
laureate, wearing Imperial mantle and holding olive branch and mappa. Rev. PROVIDENTIA
DEORVM QVIES AVGG Providentia standing r., extending r. hand to Quies, standing I., holding
branch in r. hand and leaning on sceptre; at sides, S — F and between them, A. In exergue, -:SM-SD.. C -,
RIC —. cf. Numismatik Naumann sale 138, 2024, 7999.

An exceedingly rare variety of an extremely rare type. Old cabinet tone
and extremely fine / about extremely fine 4'000

Constantius I Chlorus caesar, 293 - 305

Aureus, Antiochia circa 293, AV 29 mm, 5.37 g. CONSTANTIVS - NOB CAES Laureate head r. Rev.
HERCVLI - CONS CAES Hercules standing facing, head I., holding apples and lion's skin and leaning
on club. In exergue, SMAZ *. C145. RIC 8. Depeyrot 9/4. Calic 4833.

A coin in exceptional state of preservation with a portrait of enchanting beauty.
Virtually as struck and Fdc 25'000

Ex Leu 93, 2005, Perfectionist, 125 and Ira & Larry Goldberg 53, 2009, Millennia, 140 sales.

Aureus, Carthago 297-298, AV 18 mm, 5.5 g. CONSTAN TIVS CAES Laureate head r. Rev. FELIXAD V
ENT AVGG NN Africa, wearing long drapery, wearing elephant-skin headdress, standing facing, head
|, holding signum in r. hand and elephant tusk in |; at feet to |, lion with captured bull. In exergue, PK.
RIC 2a (these dies). Depeyrot 1/2. Calicé 4825.

Extremely rare and in exceptional condition for the issue. Virtually as struck and almost Fdc 15'000

Ex Triton sale XXVI, 2024, 844.
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Aureus, Treveri 302, AV 20 mm, 5.27 g. CONST - ANTIVS AVG Laureate head r. Rev. MARTI PRO - PV
— GNATORI Mars advancing r., holding spear and shield; in exergue, TR. C168. RIC 64. Depeyrot 7B/1.
Calicé 4855.

A portrait of masterly style and a wonderful reddish tone. Extremely fine 20'000

Ex Leu 91, 2004. Perfectionist, 677 and NGSA 4, 2006, 255 sales. From the Beaurains hoard.

Galerius caesar, 293 - 305

1486

Aureus, Siscia circa 308-309, AV 19 mm, 528 g. MAXIMIA -NVS P F AVG Laureate head r. Rev. IOVI
CO - N -SERVAT Jupiter standing |, holding thunderbolt and sceptre; in exergue, IAS (for SIS). C-.
RIC 189 var. (eagle at Jupiter's feet). Depeyrot 11/1 var. (eagle at Jupiter's feet). Calico 4685 (as
Maximian).

Very rare. A beautiful portrait, hole expertly filled at twelve o'clock on obverse,
otherwise good extremely fine 3’500

Ex NAC sale 71, 2013, Huntington, 278. Ex HSA 10638.

Galeria Valeria, wife of Galerius Maximianus

Aureus, Serdica circa 308, AV 21 mm, 5.24 g. GAL VAL ERIA AVG Diademed and draped bust r. on

crescent. Rev. VENERI V - ICTRICI Venus standing facing, head |, holding apple in upraised r. hand
and raising drapery over |. shoulder; in field r., S. In exergue, -SM-SD-.C. 1. RIC 33. Depeyrot 6/2. Calicé
49660.

Very rare. An impressive portrait struck on a very large flan.
Several edge marks, otherwise good extremely fine 40’000

Ex Dorotheum 18 May 2016, 676 (from a private collection assembled in the 30's) and NGSA 13, 2021,
94 sales.
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Severus II caesar, 305 — 306

Argenteus, Serdica circa 305-306, AR 19 mm, 3.17 g. Argenteus, Serdica circa 305-306, AR 19 mm, 3.17
g. SEVERV -S NOB C Laureate head r. Rev. VIRTVS - MILITVM Camp gate with three turrets, with
open doors; below, -SM-SDA. C-. RIC —, cf. 11. Gautier 24 var. (different officina).

Extremely rare. Light iridescent tone, virtually as struck and almost Fdc 7'500

1489

Follis, Ticinum 306, £ 27 mm, 9.91g. SEVRVS NOB CAESAR Laureate head r. Rev. VIRTVS AVGG ET
CAESS NN Mars advancing r., holding spaer and carrying trophy on the shoulder; in exergue, TT. C 70.
RIC 60a.

Dark green patina and good extremely fine 400

Maximinus II Daia caesar, 305 - 309

Aureus, Antiochia 305-308, AV 20 mm, 5.34 g. MAXIMI - NVS NOB CAES Laureate head r. Rev. |IOVI
CON - S CAES Jupiter standing facing, head I., holding thunderbolt and sceptre; at feet, eagle and in
exergue, crescent - SMAZ* C107. RIC 68. Depeyrot 20/4. Calicé 5013

Very rare. A portrait of superb style struck in high relief, minor edge marks,
otherwise good extremely fine 20’000

Ex Leu sale 93, 2005, Perfectionist, 127. Privately purchased from Bourgey in 1962.
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Maxentius augustus, 307 — 312

1491

1492

Medallion of 4 aurei 308, AV 35 mm, 21.06 g. IMP C M VAL MAXENTIVS P F AVG Bare head |. Rev.
PRINCIPI IM — PERII ROMANI Virtus advancing r., cloak billowing behind, holding trophy over I.
shoulder, shield in |. hand and transverse spear in r. hand, in exergue, PR. RIC172. Gnecchi-. C-.
Depeyrot p. 153. Carson, The Greatest Discovery of Roman Gold Pieces Since the Great Find at Arras,
p. 650, fig. 1. Carson, A Treasure of Aurei and Multiples from the Mediterranean, 108 (this coin).
Bastien, Donativa, p. 71, 6.

Of the highest rarity, only three specimens known. An impressive medallion with a portrait

of great beauty, work of a skilled master engraver. Restored on obverse (scuff expertly

removed on the top of the head and scratch smoothed on neck) and reverse double struck,
otherwise about extremely fine 40’000

Ex Sotheby's 26 October 1993; Triton 1, 1997, 1679; NAC 24, 2002, European Nobleman, 265 and NAC 41,
2007, 141 sales.

The portraiture of Maxentius, generally minimalist in appearance, seems in keeping with his grassroots appeal to
the patriotic instincts of his fellow Romans. It perhaps is no coincidence that his portrait, though in line with the
conventions of his age, has an almost indescribably anachronistic quality, as if it was unearthed from the ashes of
the Repubilic itself. On medallions such as this, where Maxentius does not don the laurel wreath, the antique
quality of his image is only magnified. The reverse of this four-aureus medallion pays homage to Mars, the god of
war, and describes him as preserver of the two emperors and the one Caesar. We must presume that the two
emperors are Maxentius and his father Maximian, and the Caesar is none other than Constantine the Great, for
whom he also struck medallions

Licinius I augustus, 308 - 324

Aureus, Treviri circa 310-313, AV 18 mm, 4.4 g. LICINI-VS P F AVG Laureate head r. Rev. |OVI
CONSERYV - ATORI AVGG Jupiter seated |. on throne, holding thunderbolt in r. hand and sceptre in |,
in exergue, PTR. C102. RIC 813. Alféldi 242. Depeyrot 17/8. Calicd —.

Extremely rare, only four specimens listed by Depeyrot. A portrait of superb style,
minor marks, otherwise virtually as struck and almost Fdc 20’000
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Constantine I augustus, 307 - 337

Aureus, Alexandria circa 313-314, AV 20 mm, 522 g. CONSTAN -TINVS P F AVG Laureate head r. Rewv.
IOVI CON - SERVATORI Jupiter standing |, holding Victory on globe in r. hand and sceptre in |; at his
feet on |, eagle. In exergue, ALE. C-. RIC —. Depeyrot 13/1. Calicé 5171.

Extremely rare and in exceptional condition for the issue. A superb portrait of excellent style
struck on a full flan, almost invisible marks, otherwise virtually as struck and almost Fdc 30’000

Ex Tradart sale 18 November 1993, 300.

Solidus, Nicomedia 335, AV 21 mm, 4.38 g. Rosette-diademed head, looking upwards. Rev. VICTORIA
CONSTANTINI AVG Victory seated r. on cuirass and shield, inscribing VOT / XXX on shield supported
by small genius; in exergue, SMNP. C -, cf. 617 (VOT XX). Alféldi 616. RIC 176. Depeyrot 44/1.

Extremely fine 10’000

Crispus caesar, 317 — 326

Solidus, Nicomedia 325-326, AV 20 mm, 4.45 g. Diademed head r. Rev. CRISPVS — CAESAR Victory
striding |., holding wreath and palm branch. In exergue, N. C59. RIC 110. Alféldi 91. Depeyrot 38/3.

Very rare and in exceptional condition for the issue. A magnificent portrait, an absolutely
unobtrusive metal flaw on reverse field, otherwise good extremely fine 30'000

Ex NAC 23, 2002, 1685 and NAC 54, 2010, 619 sales.
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Hanniballianus, 335 - 337

Follis, Constantinople 336-337, £ 15 mm, 1.41 g. FL ANNIBALIANO REGI Bare-headed, draped, and
cuirassed bust r. Rev. SE — CVRITAS PVBLICA Euphrates reclining r., leaning on sceptre, urn at side;
reed in background. In exergue, CONS. RIC 145. LRBC 1035 note.

An extremely rare variety of a rare type. Dark green patina and about extremely fine 500

Ex CNG e-sale 549, 2023, 694. From the Kings collection.

Constantius IT augustus, 337 - 361

1497

Medallion of four nummi argentei or three "light miliarenses", Thessalonica circa 340-350, AR 39 mm,
13.09 g. FL IVL CONSTANTI = IVS PIVS FELIX AVG. Pearl-diademed, draped and cuirassed bust r. Rev.

TRIVMFATOR - GENTIVM BARBABARVM Emperor standing |., in military attire, holding vexillum and

shield. In exergue, TES. C194. Gnecchi 50. RIC 79.

Very rare and light iridescent tone. Cleaning marks in the fields and a light scratch on obverse;
insignificant areas of weakness, otherwise good very fine 6'000

Ex NAC 75, 2013, 335 and NAC 92, 2016, 2471 sales.

Solidus, Treviri 353, AV 22 mm, 4.77 9. D N CONSTAN -TIVS P F AVG Laurel, rosette-diademed,
draped and cuirassed bust r. Rev. VICTORIA - AVG NOSTRI Emperor, in military attire, standing
facing, head |, holding globe in r. hand and spear in |; in I. field, Victory advancing |, head r., holding
wreath in r. hand and palm in |. In exergue, TR. C 207. RIC 331. Depeyrot 14/2.

Extremely rare. Lovely reddish tone and about extremely fine 3’500

Ex NAC sale 59, 2011, 2140.
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Velranio, 250

Solidus, Siscia March-December 350, AV 22 mm, 453 g. D N VETRA - NIO P F AVG Laureate, draped
and cuirassed bust r. Rev. SALVATOR - REI - PVBLICAE Emperor, in military attire, standing facing,
head |, holding labarum inscribed with Christogram and transverse sceptre; behind him, Victory
advancing I. to crown him. In exergue, SIS. C 7. Depeyrot 17/1. RIC 260.

Exceedingly rare. A bold portrait struck on a full flan. Unobtrusive traces of double striking,
otherwise in exceptional condition for the issue, virtually as struck and Fdc 50'000

Ex Aureo & Calico 241, 2012, Imagines Imperatorum, 353 and Aureo & Calico 300, 2017, 207 sales.

In January 350 the ruling family, descended from Constantine the Great, was reduced to just one emperor when
Constans was murdered in southern Gaul. This put at risk both empire and dynasty, as the family had for decades
relied upon two or more family members to rule the vast empire. The coup must have been a shock to the only
remaining, legitimate emperor, Constantius Il, who ruled the East and was embroiled in a protracted war with the
Persians. In the West, power had been seized by Magnentius, the field commmander of the senior palatine units of
the western army. Constantius, who was preparing for a renewed campaign against the Sasanians, was powerless
at that moment to oppose him. Magnentius established his regime by taking full control of the West and
advancing into Italy, perhaps with the intention of marching further eastward to challenge Constantius himself.
Upon arriving, however, Magnentius was unable to forge an alliance with Vetranio, the emperor's Master of the
Infantry in Pannonia. Vetranio decided to support Constantius, the only surviving son of his old commander,
Constantine the Great. Vetranio's decision was not easy, and he wavered before taking sides. Indeed, he might
even have considered taking his own side, for his troops hailed him emperor at Mursa on March T; this strategy,
however, seems to have been formulated by the emperor's sister, Constantina, who herself had refused a
marriage proposal from Magnentius. The crisis was complicated further when Magnentius lost Italy for a few
weeks to the counter-revolution of Nepotian, a half-cousin of Constantius. During that reversal, it does not seem
that Vetranio took action. In fact, during the ten months Vetranio held the title of Augustus he seems to have had
no significant conflict with Magnentius, but merely contained the rebel until Constantius could arrive late in the
fall of 350. Constantius and Vetranio met at Nassius on Christmas day, when Vetranio abdicated peacefully. The
ceremony must have been laden with dynastic symbolism, for it was held in the city that reputedly was the
birthplace of Constantine the Great. Thereafter Constantius waged war on Magnentius, defeating him in 353.
Vetranio, who already was an elderly man, retired to an estate Constantius provided for him at Prusa in Bithynia,
dying perhaps five years later. Vetranio struck coins only at Siscia and Thessalonica, both cities in his realm, where
he issued a variety of coin types in own name and that of Constantius Il. Some issues from Siscia depict on their
reverse Victory crowning an emperor holding a labarum and sceptre (or spear); the billon coins are inscribed HOC
SIGNO VICTOR ERIS ('by this sign you shall conquer') and solidi SALVATOR REIPVBLICAE ('saviour of the state'). It
is impossible to know which emperor is being crowned by Victory — Vetranio, Constantius Il or Constantine the
Great. The unprecedented use of HOC SIGNO VICTOR ERIS suggests Constantine, for it is a reference to the vision
he is said to have experienced prior to the Battle of the Milvian Bridge. That prospect is dampened, however, by
the use of SALVATOR REIPVBLICAE with that same reverse type, for that probably refers to Vetranio or
Constantius Il as a saviour against the aggression of Magnentius. Alternatively, it could refer in a historical sense to
Constantine as the saviour of the state by virtue of his support of Christianity, his unification of the empire and his
foundation of the dynasty that still was in power at the time.
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Julian I augustus, 360 - 363

1500

1501

1502

1503

Siliqua, Lugdunum circa 360-361, AR18 mm, 2.27 g. FLC L IVLIA-NVS P F AVG Pearl-diademed,
draped and cuirassed bust r. Rev. VOTIS V MVLTIS X within wreath. Below, LVG. C154. RIC 219.

Lovely old cabinet tone and about extremely fine 350

Ex Busso-Peus 250, 1954, Lejeune, 1883; Hess-Leu 45, 1970, 665 and Busso-Peus 337, 1993, Busso, 561
sales.

Solidus, Antiochia 361-363, AV 22 mm, 4.46 g. FL CL IVLIA-NVS P F AVG Pearl-diademed, draped
and cuirassed bust r., with long beard. Rev. VIRTVS EXERCI - TVS ROMANORVM Soldier standing r.,
head I, holding trophy over |. shoulder and placing r. hand on head of kneeling captive; in exergue,
ANTA. C-. RIC197. Depeyrot 15/2.

An interesting portrait and a light reddish tone. A graffito on reverse,
otherwise extremely fine 4'000

Ex NAC sale 100, 2017, 679.

Valentinian I, 364-375

Solidus, Thessalonica 364, AV 22 mm, 4.47 g. D N VALENTINI - ANVS P F AVG Pearl-diademed,
draped and cuirassed bust r. Rev. VICTOR - A AVGG Two emperors, crowned, seated facing on
double-throne, holding a globe together; behind, Victory standing facing with wings spread; below,
star. In exergue, *TES*. C 43. RIC 4a.2. Depeyrot 28/1.

Rare. Minor marks, otherwise extremely fine 500

Ex Rauch sale 20 September 2012, 1588.

Theodosius I, 379 - 385

Solidus, Mediolanum 383-387, AV 21 mm, 436 9. D N THEODO -SIVS P F AVG Pearl-diademed,
draped and cuirassed bust r. Rev. VICTOR - IA AVGG Two emperors, nimbate, seated facing holding
globe together; the one on r. holds a mappa in |. hand. Above, Victory facing with spread wings
between them and below, a palm branch. In exergue, COM. C 38. RIC 8b. Depeyrot 1/3.

Virtually as struck and almost Fdc 1500
Ex Triton sale XX, 2017, 894.
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Arcadius, 383 - 408

Solidus, Mediolanum 394-395, AV 21 mm, 4.45g. D N ARCADI-VS P F AVG Pearl-diademed, draped
and cuirassed bust r. Rev. VICTORI - A AVG GG Emperor, in military attire, holding labarum and
Victory on globe, spurning captive at his feet. In field, M — D and in exergue, COMOB. Ulrich Bansa 60.
LRC 265. RIC IX, 35b. RIC X,1205d. Depeyrot 16/1.

Virtually as struck and almost Fdc 1000
Ex Triton sale XX, 2017, 898.

1505

Solidus, Constantinopolis circa 397-402, AV 20 mm, 429 g. D N ARCADI-VS P F AVG Helmeted,
pearl- diademed and cuirassed bust facing three-quarters r., holding spear and shield decorated with
horseman and enemy motif. Rev. CONCORDI - A AVGGH Constantinopolis, helmeted, seated facing,
head r., holding sceptre and Victory on globe; r. foot on prow. In exergue, CONOB. LRC 216. RIC 7.
Depeyrot 55/1.

A graffito on reverse, otherwise extremely fine 400

Ex CNG sale 94, 2013, 534. From a Man in Love with Art.

Constantine III, 407 - 411

Solidus, Lugdunum 407-408, AV 22 mm, 4.48 g. D N CONSTAN - TINVS P F AVG Rosette-diademed,
draped and cuirassed bust r. Rev. VICTORIA - AA AVCGGGG Emperor standing r., holding standard in
r. hand and Victory on globe in |, spurning captive with his I. foot; in field, L — D and in exergue, COM.
C 5. Bastien Lyon 241. LRC —. RIC1510. Lafaurie 3bl. Depeyrot 21/2.

Very rare. Good extremely fine 7'500
Ex Klnker sale 273, 2016, 988.
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Constans, son of Constantine III, 410 - 411

Solidus, Caesaragusta end 408-beginning 409, AV 21 mm, 4.06 g. D N CONSTA-NS P F AVG
Pearl-diademed, draped and cuirassed bust r. Rev. VICTORIA - A AVCCC Emperor standing r., foot on
captive, holding standard and Victory on globe; in field, C - S. In exergue, COMOB. C-. RIC-. LRC -.
Holland, Bulletin de la Sociéte Frangaise de Numismatique 76, January 2001, Un solidus inédit de
Constant, fils de Constantine Il (407-411) témoin d'un donativum frappé a Caesaraugusta en 409, p. 16
(this coin illustrated).

Apparently unique. An extraordinary numismatic discovery, the only solidus of Constans in existence.
An issue of tremendous importance and fascination. Flan chipped at twelve o'clock on obverse,
otherwise very fine 35'000

Ex Hermes of London 1, 2020, 210 and NAC 125, 2021, 795 sales.

As the son of Constantine Ill, a soldier who was hailed emperor by his comrades in Britain, it was natural that
Constans Il would serve in his father's regime. Times were difficult in the West, and desperate measures were
required to preserve the order. The soldiers abandoned hope that Honorius would defend the western provinces,
as he was occupied with trying to keep the Visigoths out of Italy. So they hailed their own emperor three times in
rapid succession — Marcus, Gratian and Constantine Ill. The first two were killed quickly and issued no coins, but
the last survived approximately four years before he was captured and executed. Though Britain had just been
ravaged by the Picts, Constantine Ill crossed the Channel into Gaul to fend off Honorius' general Sarus and to try
to expel the Burgundians, Vandals, Alans, Alemanni, Franks and Suevi who had crossed the frozen Rhine into
Germany and Gaul. Constantine Ill found success and eventually enlarged his domain to include Britain, northern
Spain, Germany, Gaul and seemingly also Rhaetia. His victories were significant, but his gains were temporary, as
rebellions soon arose in Britain and in Spain. Constans |l apparently was a monk before he was hailed Caesar.
Even his younger brother Julian seems to have been given the title nobilissimus at the time Constans Il was
hailed Caesar, but nothing else is known of him. Presumably in 408 Constans Il was sent to Spain with his father's
magister militum Gerontius to secure the peninsula. Their work was only partially successful and Constans ||
returned to Gaul with two ringleaders of the pro-Honorius resistance, Verenianus and Didymus, both of whom
were executed at Arles. By 409 Constans' father had raised him from Caesar to Augustus. Until this specimen, the
only coins known for Constans |l are siliquae from Arles and Trier, the inscriptions of which confirm he held the
rank of Augustus. This unique solidus, instead, was struck at Caesaraugusta, the only city, outside of Gaul, where
we know, according to historical sources, that Constans stayed for a short period. This solidus was recently
published by the scholar Dominique Hollard in the Bulletin de la Société Francaise de Numismatique where he
hypothesizes that this coin is a donativum struck by Constans when he was raised to the status of Augustus.
Before this recent article, we already had a new theory about the mint of Caesaraugusta. In 2016, when David
Berthood, published an unrecorded siliqua from Trier, he attributed the mint mark SM CS, known on very few
Constans siliquae, to Caesaraugusta, comparing them with the contemporary specimens minted by Maximus at
Barcelona, bearing the mintmark SM BA as officina. This attribution appears to be correct because we know that
during Roman Empire, the officinas used to indicate the mint names by using their first two consonants such as:
TR for Trevorum, MD for Medionalum, RV for Ravenna, etc. It is therefore plausible that CS indicates
Caesaraugusta. If Berthood's attribution is correct, we could not agree on his chronology since the he inserts,
chronologically, first the siliqgue of Maximus' minted at Barcelona and later those of Costans. Holland explains why
this dating is problematic: in September or October 409, the Vandals and other Germanic tribes crossed the
Pyrenees and Maximus was in Tarraco, preparing his army. It therefore seems unlikely that Constans would have
been at Caesaraugusta during that period. Furthermore, his campaign in Spain was very short-lived, considering
his rapid retreat chased by Gerontius. For this reason, Holland theorises that both this issue and, most likely the
solidus, could have been a donativum minted by Constans for his generals and his guards in Caesaragusta when
he received the title of Augustus. However, this raises another question: when did he receive that title? Bastien
suggested the end 409 or the beginning of 410, but, as we wrote, Holland if of the opinion that this is too late. At
the beginning of 409, Honorius recognised Constans' father, Constantine Ill, as Augustus after Athalaric's threat in
Italy. So, it is possible that Constantine gave to his son, already Caesar, the title of Augustus and consequently, for
this reason, Constans minted a gold issue to celebrate this event, before moving from Caesaraugusta to Arles in
Gaul. Following this theory, we believe it would be correct to bring forward the dating of the Constans issues
bearing the mint-mark CS, to the Autumn of 408 and the Spring 409, when he was at Caesaraugusta and he
celebrated his rise to Augustus, minting donativa for his most important officers and magistrates.
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Priscus Attalus, 409 - 410

1508

Solidus 409-410, AV 21 mm, 4.45 g. PRISC ATTA - LVS PF AVG Pearl-diademed, draped and cuirassed
bust r. Rev. INVICTA RO - MA AETERNA Roma seated facing on throne, holding Victory on globe and
reversed spear; in field, R— M and in exergue COMOB. C 3. RIC 1404. LRC 812. Depeyrot 39/1.

Exceedingly rare and among the finest specimens known.
Well struck on a full flan and extremely fine 80’000

Ex Rauch 82, 2008, 662 (illustrated on the cover page) and NAC 56, 2010, 487 sales.

The Roman world was at risk of extinction in 409 when Visigoths under king Alaric occupied Italy, captured Romes granaries
and laid siege to the great, walled capital. Faced with eventual starvation, the senate cooperated by electing one of their
own members, Priscus Attalus, as emperor in opposition to Honorius, whose court was based in Ravenna. Attalus, a senator
of lonian Greek extraction, was known to Alaric, for in the previous year he had been the senates representative in
negotiations with the king. Since he was a pagan, Attalus had to be baptized before he could be crowned.

In the following year, 410, Alaric led part of his army north to challenge Honorius in Ravenna, but his venture failed and the
Vandal king returned to Rome. In June he deposed Attalus (who was pardoned by Honorius), and late in August he led his
armies into Rome, sacking the great city for three days, August 24 through 26. Every portable item of value, including
hostages such as Priscus Attalus and the emperors half-sister Galla Placidia, was taken.

Attalus remained a prisoner of the Visigoths until he was again hailed emperor against Honorius in 415 by Alarics successor
Athaulf. His second reign was based in Gaul, not Rome, and it was equally brief. Attalus career as puppet emperor of the
Goths ended in the spring of 416 when he was captured by Honorius soldiers and taken to Rome to be paraded through the
streets. He was then banished to the Lipari islands where he lived out the rest of his days, having been relieved of his right

thumb and forefinger in a symbolic gesture against any future revolt.
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Jovinus, 411 — 413

1509

Solidus, Treveri 411-413, AV 20 mm, 4.49 g. D N IOVIN - VS P F AVG Pearl and rosette-diademed,
draped and cuirassed bust r. Rev. RESTITV - TOR REIP Emperor standing r., holding standard and
Victory on globe, spurning captive with his I. foot; in field, T—- R and in exergue, COMOB. C1. LRC—, p.
220. Depeyrot 59/1. RIC 1704.

Extremely rare and in exceptional condition for the issue, among the finest solidi of Jovinus known.
Perfectly struck and centred on a full flan, good extremely fine 60’000

Ex Bruder Egger XXXIX (1912),1460; Naville 1ll, 1922, Arthur Evans, 250; Glendining & Co. 16 November
1950, Platt Hall, 2097; Ira & Larry Goldberg 53, 2009, 1937 and NAC 100, 2017, 721 sales. From the Evans
collection.

When the Gallic nobleman Jovinus was proclaimed emperor in Germania Secunda in 411, his timing was ideal; the
luckless Honorius had only just emerged from the horrors of 407-411, during which many crises had struck the
Western empire, including the sack of Rome by the Visigoths. Jovinus already had agreements with kings of the
Alans and Burgundians, and he immediately set about making alliances with other barbarian leaders, including
Athaulf, king of the Visigoths. All was proceeding according to plan until Jovinus courted the Gothic dissident
Sarus, and hailed his own brother Sebastianus co-emperor, for both of these actions alienated Athaulf, who
instead began to co-operate with Honorius. The alliance of Athaulf and Honorius was effective, and the rebels
Sebastianus and Jovinus were, in turn, captured and executed.

245



1492

1492

1499

1495

1495

1506

1508

1508

1509

1507

1507



1510

1510

1513

1512

1511

1511

1517

1516

1518



>

10

AUCTION

154

Constantius I1I, 8th February — 2nd September 421

Solidus, Ravenna 421, AV 22 mm, 4.46 g. D N CONSTAN -TIVS P F AVG Rosette-diademed, draped
and cuirassed bust r. Rev. VICTORI - A AVGGCG Emperor standing facing, head r., holding standard
and Victory on globe, spurning captive with his I. foot; in field, R - V. In exergue, COMOB. C1. RIC1325.
Depeyrot 7/4. Ranieri 48.

Very rare. In exceptionally condition for the issue, undoubtedly among the finest specimen known. A
minor areas of weakness on reverse, otherwise extremely fine 50'000

The Danubian commander Constantius Ill had enjoyed a stellar career by the time he undertook a naval blockade
of Spain and Gaul in 415, which caused the murder of the Visigothic king Athaulf. Not to be confused with
Constantine I, the usurper in Britain of AD 407, Constantius Il served as a general under Honorius, rising to
prominence as magister militum by 411. He was dispatched to put down the revolt of Constantine Ill, who he
compelled to surrender, imprisoned and beheaded during his return to Ravenna. Constantius further initiated a
campaign against the Visigoths in Northern Hispania, and starving them into submission accepted the surrender
of their king Wallia, in the process securing the return of the emperor's half-sister Galla Placidia, who had been
captured by Alaric around the time of the sack of Rome years earlier, and forced into marriage with Athaulf,
successor to Alaric. In recognition Honorius bestowed many honours on him, appointing him consul three times
and arranging for him to marry his rescued sister Galla Placidia: riding the tide of his triumph, Constantius
pressed for a royal marriage with the rescued empress, which occurred on January 1, 417, when he also assumed
his second consulship. Slightly more than four years passed before Constantius gained enough prestige at court
that Honorius reluctantly declared him co-emperor. This elevation was well-received in the West, where the
soldiers were relieved to have a proven soldier sharing the throne, but it was not acknowledged by the Eastern
emperor Theodosius II. The spectre of civil war loomed for seven months until the stalemate was finally resolved
by Constantius’ death, seemingly of natural causes, on September 2, 421. Due in part to the brevity of his reign,
only gold solidi and tremisses from Ravenna were struck in Constantius’ name. Beyond coinage, his other lasting
legacy was his son Valentinian Ill, by Galla Placidia, who eventually ruled the Western Roman Empire, albeit
impotently, for thirty yeras.
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Theodosius II, 408 - 450

Medallion of 11/2 solidi, Constantinople 437, AV 25 mm, 6.61g. DN THEODO - SIVS P F AVG Bearded,
diademed, draped and cuirassed bust r. Rev. ADVENTVS - S DN AVG Emperor on horseback riding |.,
raising his r. hand; in I. field, star. C-. RIC —, cf. 501 (Marcian). Gnecchi-. Depeyrot —. cf. Tkalek sale 18
February 2002, 271 (these dies).

Of the highest rarity, apparently the second specimen known. A portrait of excellent style and

a finely detailed reverse die perfectly struck and centred. Virtually as struck and almost Fdc 90’000
Ex MDC 11, 2023, 414 sales.

Theodosius Il became the youngest person ever to bear the imperial title when his father, Arcadius, proclaimed
him Augustus in AD 402. He had only been born a year before. In 408, Arcadius died, thereby making Theodosius
Il the sole ruler of the Eastern Roman Empire at the age of seven. Since he was too young to rule in his own right,
much authority was given to Anthemius, the Praetorian Prefect, and Theodosius' elder sister, Pulcheria, who
served as regent until her brother came of age in 416.

In 421, Theodosius Il embarked on a war against the Sasanian Persian Empire under the leadership of Shahanshah
Vararanes V, who had been his borders and persecuting the Christian population. Theodosius’ generals quickly
inflicted a major defeat on the Persians, but they could not press their advantage due to the imminent threat of a
Hunnic attack on Constantinople.

In order to prevent attack and the possible plunder of the opulent capital of the Eastern Roman Empire,
Theodosius Il adopted the policy of regularly buying the Huns off with gold. Annual payments of 350 pounds of
gold protection money were made to Rugila, the king of the Huns, in the early 430s, but after his death in 434, his
nephews Attila and Bleda increased the yearly tribute to 700 pounds of gold. About a decade later, in 443, Atilla
further increased the annual gold tribute to a staggering 2,100 pounds on top of an indemnity of 6,000 pounds in
443 after an imperial army tried but failed to defeat the Huns on the Danube frontier. The fact that Theodosius Il
could keep up with such payments is a testament to the great wealth of the Eastern Empire, but by the time of
his death in 450 the imperial coffers were all but empty.

This extremely rare solidus multiple was struck in 437, only a few years after Attila and Bleda made their initial
increase in the rate for protection from what it had been under Rugila. Although it ultimately may have been
spent on Theodosius' Hunnic problem, the reverse type indicates that it was originally struck as a military
donative to celebrate the emperor's arrival in Constantinople. It features a standard late Roman adventus type
depicting the emperor on horseback and raising his hand in a gesture of greeting. The nimbus around his head
emphasizes the sacred character of the emperor.

In 437, the primary reason for Theodosius’ return to Constantinople was the marriage of his daughter Licinia
Eudoxia to her cousin, the Western Emperor Valentinian Ill, whom Theodosius Il had placed on the throne at the
age of six in 423. The marriage, which took place in Constantinople amid incredible splendor, was a great political
coup for Theodosius Il, as it established a new dynastic relationship between the rulers of the Eastern and
Western Roman Empire, with the Eastern Emperor as the obviously senior partner. Alas, the family ties between
East and West were not destined to last. After working together on several abortive attempts to push back the
Huns and the Vandals, in 450 Theodosius Il died from injuries sustained by a fall from his horse. He was succeeded
by Marcian, a domesticus elevated to the throne by Aspar, the influential Alan magister militum. Valentinian Il
only survived for five more years before being assassinated and replaced by the senator, Petronius Maximus.
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Glycerius, 473 - 474

Temissis, Roma or Ravenna circa 473-474, AV 13 mm, 1.44 g. D N CLYCERI VS F P AVG
Pearl-diademed, draped, and cuirassed bust r. Rev. Latin cross pattée within wreath; above, large
central jewel and below, COMOB. RIC 3109 (Rome [?]; (this coin illustrated). Depeyrot 38/2 (Ravenna;
this coin referenced). Lacam, pl. CXL, 1= Mazzini 7 (this coin).

Extremely rare. Minor marks, otherwise good very fine / about extremely fine 25'000

Ex M&M 44, 1971, 205; Sternberg |, 1973, 498; NGSA 8, 2014, 210; Triton XIX, 2016, 686 sales. From the
Mazzini collection.

In 472 the West descended into a state of crisis, for two emperors and the emperor-making general Ricimer all
died. Ricimer was seamlessly replaced by his nephew Gundobad, who kept the throne vacant for four months,
until he appointed as emperor Glycerius, a man of no particular distinction who had been the last emperor's
comes domesticorum. The Eastern emperor Leo | was enraged by this and sent an army to Italy to remove
Glycerius, who had been appointed illegally. The expedition was led by Julius Nepos, the magister militum of
Dalmatia, who captured Glycerius without a fight on June 19, 474. However, Nepos made the fatal error of sparing
Glycerius' life and appointing him bishop of Salona, within his own family's fiefdom. During the course of Nepos'
expedition Leo | died, and a struggle for power erupted in the East. Lacking any direction from Constantinople,
Nepos claimed the western throne for himself, only to be overthrown about fourteen months later by his magister
militum Orestes, who then hailed his own son Romulus Augustus emperor. Nepos fled to Dalmatia, where he
continued to rule autonomously until 480, when he was murdered, seemingly at the instigation of Glycerius, who
apparently had no gratitude for having been spared six years before. The coinage of Glycerius is quite rare:
virtually none of his silver coins survive, and his gold coins seldom come to market. He struck solidi at Ravenna
and Milan, and tremisses — the most popular denomination of gold in the West — at Rome, Ravenna, Milan. All of
his solidi seem to have been struck in his own name, whereas he appears to have struck tremisses not only in his
own name, but also in the name of the eastern emperor Leo.
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Romulus Augustus, 31st October 475 - 4th September 476

Solidus, Mediolanum 475-476, AV 20 mm, 4.42 g. DN ROMVLVS A -GVSTVS P F AVG Helmeted,
pearl-diademed and cuirassed bust three-quarters r. facing, holding spear and shield with horseman
and enemy motif. Rev. VICTORI - A AVGGG: Victory standing |, supporting long jeweled cross;inr.
field, star. In exergue, COMOB. C5. Lacam 19. LRC 949 var. (AVG ligate). Depeyrot (Roma), 80/1. RIC
3414.

Extremely rare and an attractive specimen of this difficult issue. Minor areas of weakness,

otherwise about extremely fine 50’000

Ex NAC 75, 2013, 400 and NAC 92, 2016, 889 sales

The later fifth century was a time of nightmare for the Western Roman Empire and indeed for the emperors who
had the unenviable task of ruling it in the face of constant barbarian incursions, corrupt administrators, and
frequent (often successful) attempts at usurpation. In AD 475, the western emperor Julius Nepos elevated a
Pannonian military commander named Orestes to the office of magister militum (master of the soldiers)-the
highest military command in the Empire. While he should have been grateful to the emperor for this boon,
Orestes instead almost immediately began plotting to overthrow him. On 31 October 475, he proclaimed his
teenaged son Romulus as a rival for the throne and seized the imperial capital at Ravenna, forcing Nepos to flee
to Dalmatia. Nevertheless, the new emperor, known as Romulus Augustus, was habitually derided by his
detractors as Romulus Augustulus ("Little Emperor") due to his youth and his inability to govern. Romulus was
really his fathers puppet, allowing Orestes to rule in all but name in the Western Empire, which by this time
consisted of little more than Italy and parts of Gaul. It was at risk of shrinking still further in 476, when Germanic
mercenaries in Roman employ demanded a third of Italy as compensation for their services. Not surprisingly,
Orestes refused this demand. He was promptly killed by Odoacer, the leader of the mercenaries and after a battle
beneath the walls of Ravenna, Romulus Augustus was captured. Odoacer is said to have taken pity on the hapless
youth and spared his life. He instead sent him into exile at an estate in Campania with an annual pension of 6,000
gold solidi. Although Julius Nepos still lived on in Dalmatia, hopelessly plotting his return to power, theremoval of
Romulus Augustus is usually considered the end of the Western Roman Empire. Following his deposition, his
imperial robes were returned to the Eastern Emperor Zeno andthe Roman Senate asked that he not appoint a
new western emperor, arguing that "one monarch sufficed for the world."Shortly thereafter Odoacer proclaimed
himself the first King of Italy.
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Migration of the Germanic Tribes. The Merovingians

Saint-Maurice-d'Agaume. Tremissis, moneyer Romanus, circa 600-620, AV 15 mm, 1.72 g. ACAVNO
FIT Male head r. Rev. ROMANS MO around wreath enclosing cross on stand, V-l across field. cf. H.-U.
Geiger, Die merowingische MUnzen in der Schweiz, SNR 58,1979, 36. cf. Depeyrot II, Type 10-Al, 1. cf.
Belfort 20. cf. Prou 1298. cf. HMZ 1-93. cf. Roma Numismatics sale XX, 2020, 720.

Very rare. Lovely reddish tone and extremely fine 5'000

The Visigoths

Pseudo-Imperial coinage. In the name of Libius Severus, 461-465. Solidus, uncertain mint in Gaul
461-circa 470, AV 21 mm, 417 g. D N IIBIVS SEVE - RVS P F AVG Pearl-diademed, draped and
cuirassed bust r. Rev. VICTORI - A AVG,G,G, Emperor standing facing, holding long cross in r. hand
and Victory on globe in |; r. foot on man-headed serpent; in field, R — A and in exergue, COMOB. MEC
1,174. RIC 3754. cf. NAC sale 138, 2023, 895 (this obverse die)

Very rare. Minor edge marks, otherwise good very fine 3’500

The Burgundians. Sigismund, 516-524

Pseudo-Imperial Coinage. In the name of Justin |, 518-527. Solidus, 518-527, AV 20 mm, 4.44 g. DN
IVSTI - NVS PP AVC Pearl-diademed, helmeted and cuirassed bust facing, three-quarters r., holding
spear and decorated shield with horseman and fallen enemy motif. Rev. VICTOR -1 - A AVCCCIS
Victory standing |, holding long jewelled cross; in I. field, star, and in exergue, CONOB. Belfort 5154
(these dies). MEC |, 340 (these dies). Hunter 2 (these dies). cf. NAC sale 106, 2018, 1115 (these dies).

Extremely rare. Good extremely fine 7'500
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The Byzantine Empire. Mezezius, 668 — 669

Solidus, Syracuse 668-669, AV 18 mm, 4.5 g. d n MEZEZI-VS PP AVM (second Z retrograde) Bust
facing with short beard and long mustache, wearing cuirass and plumed helmet with frontal cross,
holding in r. hand globus cruciger and in |, shield decorated with horseman motif. Rev. VICTORIA -
AVCY € Cross potent with base set on three steps; below, CONOB. BMC 54 and pl. XXXVII, 12
(Constantine IV, Carthage). MIB 9 (Constantine IV, Constantinople). DO 71 (Constantine IV, uncertain
Balkan mint). Sear 1146.

Extremely rare, apparently only eight specimens known and undoubtedly one of the rarest and
most iconic issues of the entire Byzantine series. Virtually as struck and almost Fdc 80’000

Mezezius was an Armenian nobleman of patrician rank in the court of Constans Il (641-668) who
held the high position of comes obsequium (“Count of the Imperial Retinue”) in the emperor’s field
army. As such, Mezezius accompanied Constans Il on his doomed campaign to recapture Italy and
Sicily for the Byzantine Empire in 668. After mixed results fighting against the Lombards, alienating
Pope Vitalian, and infuriating the Italians with his exactions, while staying in Syracuse, Constans I/
was murdered in his bath by his chamberlain, who reportedly used a bucket to strike the killing
blow.

Although Constans’son, Constantine 1V, immediately succeeded as emperor in Constantinople, the
sudden death of his father left the army without a leader in the West. The gap was filled by
Mezezius, apparently at the instigation of the Sicilian bishops, who had opposed Constans’
adherence to Monothelitism—the view that Christ had only a single will rather than dual human
and divine wills, which was later officially condemned by the Eastern and Western Church at the
Third Council of Constantinople in 680-681—and who may have had some involvement in the death
of Constans Il. Whatever the case, Mezezius assumed the imperial title against his will and reigned
in Sicily as a rebel emperor for seven months before he was defeated.

The end of Mezezius is variously reported in the Greek and Latin chronicles. According to
Theophanes the Confessor, Constantine IV personally mounted an invasion of Italy to crush the
usurper and avenge his father's death. However, the Liber pontificalis claims that loyalist forces from
the exarchates of Ravenna and Africa overthrew and captured Mezezius. He was subsequently
executed, and his head was sent to Constantine IV in Constantinople as proof that the Sicilian
rebellion was over.
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Constantine IV, Pogonatus, 668 - 685, and associate rulers Heraclius and Tiberius, Augusti
until 681

Solidus, Syracuse 668-673, AV 20 mm, 4.35g. d N COST - g4 PP A Draped and cuirassed bust facing,
wearing crown surmounted by cross and holding globus cruciger. Rev. VICTORA — AVg YT- Cross
potent on four steps between the facing figures of Heraclius, on |., and Tiberius, on r., each wearing
crown and chlamys, and holding globus cruciger. In exergue, CONOB... DO 56a. MIB 31. Sear 1202.

Very rare. Minor marks on edge and light marks on reverse, otherwise about extremely fine 2'500
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