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Foreword

Numismatica Ars Classica NAC AG, in the course of its activity, has had the chance to offer several

important collections of Roman coins, but the one presented here has a peculiarity of its own: the

collector has not confined himself to a sheer research of "names", but has tried to put together a

gallery of portraits of the highest artistic quality. Every specimen has been chosen with the utmost

òur"; ,rror.over the collector, rather than buying a highly graded coin ofpoor style, has preferred to

wait many years to find a specimen where the high quality would match the finest style. Most of the

coins are of prestigious provenance, among which we would like to cite: Ponton d'Amècourt,

Montagu, Evans, Jameson, Weber, Bement, Caruso, Ryan, Platt Hall, J.P. Morgan, Mazzini,

Magnaguti, E.S.R., Biaggi, Metropolitan Museum, Hunt, Moretti-

Roman iconography indeed reaches its zenith in numismatics. The artists called to engrave the dies

were of the greatest skill and their work was often vetted by the emperor himself. Coins surely often

served as thà only models for statues or busts of the ruler scattered throughout the far corners of the

realm.

The pace of change in Roman art was both fast and unceasing, a feature of quickly expanding

societies. When the Romans came across certain religious and cultural novelties, frequently these

were incorporated into their own cultural heritage'

The first Roman portraits from Julius Caesar to Octavian display a gteat sense of realism; the effigy

is faithful, almost ruthless, as we can see with the first lot of the auction (Julius Caesar denarius).

This appearance rapidly changes with Augustus, as the fantastic aureus (lot 2) shows. The art

.*pr"5èd with this extraordinary coin, perhaps the most beautiful Roman aureus we have ever

handled, attains the climax of Hellenism. Octavian, purportedly not a beatty, as his early

Imperatorial portraits show, is here portrayed with the handsomeness of a Greek god: it is the miracle

of Éelenism that has swiftly conquered Rome. This coin, the work of an extremely skilled Greek

artist, converts the features of the frail Octavian into those of Augustus Imperator, conqueror of the

world.

Almost every other coin of this collection deserves praise, but considering the extent of the group it
is impossible to mention all of them in detail in the foreword. The Julio-Claudian dynasty is

represented with an astounding variety of portraits, single and in pairs. Similarly worthy of
reòognition are the three aureii of the civil wars, as they are not only exceptional in condition, but

also their portraits are among the finest struck in gold for those emperors at the mint of Rome.

Complete is the series of the Flavii, with the exceptional aureus of Divus Vespasianus and Diva

Domitilla. The adoptive emperors and the Antonini are unrivalled, with some gems like the aureus of
Commodus as Herculi Romano, as well as the Severi. The decadence of Rome is also apparent from

its coinage, but our collector has been able to find, in a period of artistic decay, specimens still

capable of realistic likeness.

Above all, we would like to mention the bronze of Nepotian, whose portrait is, we dare say, true to

life if compared to the stylistic stiffness of the Costantinian era, but is still capable of producing coins

like the aureii of Licinius I and II (lots nn. 228-229), and the hieratic beauty of the solidus of Licinia

Eudoxia.

One needs a different approach for the gallery of portraits of the Augustae; of absolutely remarkable

quality and almost complete, a collection within the collection. During the production of this

catalogue, we had briefly considered setting apart the female series from the rest of the collection and

making a comparative study of the hairstyle of Roman ladies but on balance, it was decided not to

disrupt the integrify of the whole.

For many years the collector has rejoiced in searching throughout the numismatic world for those

coins that would satisfz his refined taste, achieving a result which will be for ever remembered. We

sincerely hope that these coins will pass to passionate and knowledgeable collectors, who will share

the same joy.
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