








183

184

185

186

Uncertain mint

-
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183 183 184

Lydo-Milesian hemihecte VI century BC, EL 1.21 g. Panther's head facing. Rev. Square incuse punch.
Weidaeur 162-165. Boston 1778 (sixth hecte). Rosen 370. SNG Kayhan 712.

Extremely rare. Very fine 3°000
Ex Gemini-Heritage sale VIIL, 2011, 76.

Lydo-Milesian myshemihecte VI century BC, EL 0.59 g. Panther's head facing. Rev. Square incuse punch.
Weidaeur 162-165 (hemihecte). Boston 1778 (sixth hecte). Rosen 370 (hemihecte). SNG Kayhan 713.
Extremely rare. Struck on a narrow flan, otherwise about extremely fine 2°000

Ex Gemini-Heritage sale VIIL, 2011, 77.

Caria, Alabanda

185

Tetradrachm circa 167-166, AR 16.92 g. Laureate head of Apollo r. Rev. AAABANAEQN Pegasus flying
r.; below, A. SNG Keckman 5. SNG von Aulock 8050.
Very rare. Lovely old cabinet tone and about extremely fine 57000

Privately purchased from Vinchon in 2011.

Cnidus

Drachm circa 411-394, AR 6.09 g. Forepart of lion r., with open jaws and tongue protruding. Rev. K—N—1
Head of Aphrodite r., hair bound. All within incuse square. SNG Copenhagen 256. SNG Lockett 2888.
Cahn, Knidos, 116 (this coin illustrated).
Wonderful old cabinet tone, a small metal flaw and a die break
on obverse, otherwise extremely fine 1°500

Ex Naville sale VII, 1924, Bement, 1511. Privately purchased from Vinchon in 2011.

The city of Cnidus was well known in antiquity for its attachment to the goddess Aphrodite. It possessed no less than three
important sanctuaries dedicated to the goddess. One was erected to honor Aphrodite Doritis (“the Bountiful”), a second to
Aphrodite Akraia (“of the Akra”), and a third to Aphrodite Euploia (“of Fair Sailing”). Of these, the Temple of Aphrodite
Euploia enjoyed the widest fame for the cult statue of the goddess that it obtained from the great Athenian sculptor
Praxiteles in 365 BC. According to one tradition, Praxiteles had produced two statues of Aphrodite—one draped and
another completely nude. The first was purchased by the people of Kos because they felt the nude statue to be indecent, but
the Knidians were happy to possess it for their temple. This statue was renowned for its beauty and for the first time
established a canon of proportions for the female nude in Greek sculpture. The Knidians were so proud of the statue that
they placed it in the center of a circular sanctuary thereby permitting it to be viewed from all angles. Although Praxiteles
original statue is now lost, while it still existed it was a great tourist attraction and spawned numerous extant Roman
copies. It is unclear whether the head of Aphrodite depicted on this drachm represents the image of Aphrodite Euploia
before the introduction of Praxiteles’ famous statue or if it was intended to depict one of the other forms of the goddess
worshipped at Knidos.
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Satraps of Caria. Achaemenid period, circa 350 — 341

Tetradrachm, uncertain mint circa 350-341, AR 15.23 g. Persian king in kneeling-running position r.,
drawing a bow and holding quiver and dagger. Rev. Satrap on horseback galloping r., holding spear; on
flank of the horse, E reversed. Price, Essays Carson/Jenkins 7 (these dies). Meadows, Pixodaros hoard 12
(these dies). SNG Copenhagen 290 var. (head of Heracles on reverse).

Rare. Light iridescent tone and about extremely fine 7°500

Ex Spink 71, 1989, 118 and New York XXVII, 2012, Prospero, 551 sales.

Pixodarus, 341 — 336

Didrachm circa 340-334 BC, AR 6.90 g. Wreathed and draped head of Apollo facing slightly r. Rev.
[MIEZOAAPOY Zeus standing r., holding /abrys in r. hand and sceptre in 1. SNG Copenhagen 597. SNG
Kayhan 891. SNG von Aulock 2376. A very attractive portrait struck in high relief, superb

old cabinet tone and good extremely fine 3’500

Ex Roma Numismatics sale II, 2011, 305.

Islands off Caria, Camirus

189

Didrachm circa 500-480, AR 12.12 g. Fig leaf. Rev. Two rectangular incuses ornamented with irregular
patterns. Asyut hoard 694-702. BMC 2-4. Kraay-Hirmer pl. 188, 643. Dewing 2396.
Very rare. Old cabinet tone and good very fine 3’500

Ex Hirsch XXXIII, 1913, Schennis, 855 and Lanz 151, 2011, 171 sales.
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Cos

190

Triple siglos circa 470, AR 16.54 g. KOZX Naked discobolos, his body inclined to 1., about to throw a discus;
behind, tripod. Rev. Irregular square incuse with diagonal lines. BMC 6. Traité pl. CXLVIIL, 11; Kraay-
Hirmer pl. 188, 639. Barron, Essays Robinson, p. 79, 10 and pl. 9. Prospero 554.
A very rare variety of an extremely rare type. A pleasant specimen of this
important and intriguing issue. Of lovely Archaic style, minor marks,
otherwise good very fine 257000

Ex Gemini-Heritage sale VIIL, 2011, 80.

The meaning of this type has attracted many theories. It clearly is an athletic theme, and the tripod of Apollo is such an
integral part of the design that it must be assumed to be essential to the meaning of the type. The tripod has thus been seen
as a reference to the festival of Apollo at Triopion, where athletes competed for bronze tripods that would be dedicated to
Apollo at the local temple.

Participation in these games was limited to cities of the Doric Pentapolis: Knidos, lalysus, Lindos, Kamiros and Cos. Since
none of the other four cities produced coins commemorative of this event, it is possible that the type celebrates otherwise
undocumented games held in Apollo’s honour at Cos.

The type was produced over the course of decades, for there is significant evolution in its presentation. The earliest issues
have an abbreviated ethnic and show a crab of varying size in a modified incuse within which an “X” pattern is integrated;
in some cases the crab is absent.

The next series — to which this coin belongs — is transitional in that the inscription starts in its abbreviated form and
eventually is expanded to incorporate all five letters; the reverse retains its square incuse, though the field is flat and
unadorned except for a prominent beaded border. The final series begins with the longer ethnic and finishes with the
original, three-letter version, and the reverse is modified to a circular format with a beaded border.

Assigning a date to the series, as Barron notes in his study, is difficult because of a conspicuous lack of hoard or overstrike
evidence. Furthermore, much of the discussion centers around the date of the Athenian coinage decree, which Barron had
firmly placed in c.448 B.C., but which is now generally believed to have been passed in the 420s, thus changing a key
element in the chronological debate.
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Rhodes

191

Tetradrachm circa 404-385, AR 15.34 g. Laureate head of Helios facing three-quarters r. Rev. POAION
Rose with bud r.: in 1. field, barley ear and below, A. Pozzi 2685 var. Jameson 1552 var. Bérend 50 and pl.
IX (this coin illustrated). Ashton 55 (this coin).
Very rare and undoubtedly one of the finest tetradrachms of Rhodes known. A portrait
of enchanting beauty struck in high relief on a full flan. Good extremely fine 757000

Ex Leu 2, 1972, 259 and Morton & Eden 51, Exceptional ancient Greek coins, 160 (illustrated on the cover page) sales.

The coinage of Rhodes has been the subject of intensive study in recent decades, and many aspects of the series are now
more clearly defined. Coinage for ‘Rhodes’ commenced in 408/7 B.C. after the citizens of three major cities on the island
largely abandoned their ancestral homes to create a new city, Rhodes, on the northern tip of their island. This bold act was
the catalyst by which Rhodes became a powerful maritime state that prospered throughout the political chaos of the Greek
world during the forthcoming age of the Hellenistic monarchies.

This Chian-weight tetradrachm was struck in the midst of the period of great production at Rhodes, by which time the
mint’s engravers were routinely producing facing heads of excellent style in high relief. This series covers nearly two
decades that span the tail end of the 5th and the early years of the 4th Century B.C.; it includes 41 different symbols and
control letters that have thus far been identified, though statistical analysis suggests more are yet to be discovered.

Perhaps the most surprising aspect of Rhodian coinage from this period is that it appears to have enjoyed relatively limited
circulation. Hoard evidence shows that they are seldom found outside of the island of Rhodes or the nearby regions on the
mainland. Considering the formidable reputation of Rhodian sailors and their extensive mercantile contacts, one might
presume the larger silver coins would be widely dispersed throughout the Greek world, especially since the Delian
inventories indicate Rhodian coinage was commonly used, and coins of the Rhodian type apparently were in demand by
Greek mercenaries.

A key to this riddle might be the anachronistic weight standard used by Rhodes, which may have assured its coins were
not readily exchangeable with those struck to the more popular Attic and Phoenician/Ptolemaic weight standards. Though
it is always possible that most of the Rhodian coins exported in trade were melted due to their inconvenient weight, it is
just as likely that Rhodian coinage was struck to a local standard with the intention that it would remain local to pay for
the extraordinary expenses accrued each year by this powerful state, and that trade was largely conducted in the
‘international trade currencies’ produced by the major Greek states.
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Didrachm, magistrate Anaxandros circa 229-205, AR 6.75 g. Head of Helios facing three-quarters r. Rev. P
— 0O/ ANAZANAPOY Rose with bud to r.; in 1. field, shield. Ashton 223. SNG Keckman —.
Struck on exceptionally fresh metal and with a superb iridescent tone.

Virtually as struck and almost Fdc 2°000

Ex Kiinker sale 182, 2011, 307.

Kings of Lydia, Time of Croesus, 561-546 or later.

193

Heavy stater, Sardes circa 561-546, AV 10.52 g. Confronting foreparts of lion, with open jaws and r.
forepaw raised, and bull. Rev. Bipartite incuse rectangle with rough surface. McClean 8635 and pl. 302, 3.
Mitchiner, Early Coinage 29. Boston 2068-2069. Rosen 660.

A rare variety of a rare type. Struck on a very broad flan and complete, about extremely fine 207000

Ex New York sale XXVII, 2012, Prospero, 564. Previously privately purchased from George Miiller on 5 February 1985.

Dynasts of Lycia, Uncertain dynast, circa 500 — 440

Stater, Tlos (?) circa 500-440, AR 9.32 g. Lion seated r., head facing, raising I. foreleg. Rev. Forepart of
Pegasus 1. with curved wing. All within dotted square border within incuse square. Vismara pl. VII, 58-59
var. (lion 1. and Pegasus r.). SNG von Aulock 4086 var. (Pegasus r.).
A very rare variety. Lovely old cabinet tone, minor traces of overstriking,
otherwise about extremely fine 2’000

Ex Spink Numismatic Circular 89, 1981, 6003; Spink Numismatic Circular, vol. XCIV, n. 10, 1986, 8135 and New York
sale XXVII, 2012, Prospero, 568.
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196

Spintaza, circa 450-430

195

Stater, Phellus circa 450-430, AR 10.06 g. Head of Aphrodite (?) 1.; on cheek, small A. Rev. SI1 —I1= -TA
— 1A Tetraskeles within incuse square. Traité 337. Jameson 1524. Gillet 1155 (this coin). Vismara 135.
SNG von Aulock 4164 (these dies).
Rare. A portrait of enchanting beauty, the work of a very skilled master engraver, struck
on a very broad flan. Wonderful old cabinet tone and extremely fine 207000

Ex Rollin & Feuardent, 9-11 May 1910, Durufle, 578; Leu/M&M 28 May 1974, Kunstfreund, 167; Spink 65, 1988, 75
and New York XXVII, 2012, Prospero, 573 sales.

Kherei, 410 — 390

Tetrobol circa 410-390, AR 3.22 g. Head of Aphrodite (?) 1., hair bound up at the back, wearing earrings

and necklace: above, flower. Rev. Kheréi in Lycian characters Owl standing 1., head facing: in . field, olive
spring. All within incuse square. Morkholm 10 (this coin). SNG von Aulock 4170 (this coin).
In exceptional condition for the issue. A wonderful portrait of fine style,

old cabinet tone and extremely fine 57000

Ex Leu 50, 1990, 181 and Bru & Wellico 6, 2001, 86 sales. From the H.S. von Aulock collection.
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Zagaba, 400 — 380

197

Stater circa 400-380, AR 9.85 g. Lion's head facing. Rev. zakhabaha in Lycian characters Head of Athena
facing three-quarters 1., wearing plumed Attic helmet and necklace: in r. field, branch. Olcay & Merkholm
NC 1971, 12 and pl. I (this coin). cf. Vismara 210 (tetrobol). SNG von Aulock 4209-4211 (tetrobol).
Very rare. An issue of great interest and fascination. Perfectly centred and with a wonderful
iridescent tone, minor traces of overstriking on obverse, otherwise extremely fine 8’000

Ex Hess/Leu 19, 1962, 313 and New York XXVII, 2012, Prospero, 577 sales. From the Podalia Hoard (IGCH 1262).

The reverse legend zakhabaha (Zagaba) written in the Lycian script has long been a source of controversy. While a
majority of scholars have long tended to understand the legend as the personal name of an otherwise unknown Lycian
dynast, others thought it could be a place name. Somewhat more recent study has made strong arguments for identifying
Zagaba as a city. If this is correct, then this coin may possibly represent a civic issue struck during the reign of Vekhessere
II, a Lycian dynast who employed the same lion scalp and Athena types for some of his coins. The reverse design of this
issue was clearly inspired by the Athena facing portrait on the tetradrachm of Syracuse (Tudeer 59) engraved by Eukleidas.
It is interesting to note how short the space of time was between the initial mint of the Syracuse coin and its Lycian

“c opy”.

Unknown Dynast of Araxa, circa 380

Stater circa 380, AR 8.37 g. Lion’s head facing. Rev. Araththihe in Lycian characters Female head facing,
wearing a radiate crown, earrings and a necklace. All within incuse circle. Meorkholm-Neumann, p. 31, M.
247 and pl. 4,3. S. Hurter, Essays Thompson, 35a and pl. 9, 35a (this coin).
Of the highest rarity, apparently only the second specimen known and the only one in private hands.
An absolutely spectacular and unusual portrait finely engraved, lovely old cabinet
tone, weakly struck on obverse and with unobtrusive traces of double
striking on reverse, otherwise extremely fine 357000

Ex Leu 18, 1977, 226; Sotheby's 21-22 June 1990, Hunt, 555 and New York XXVII, 2012, Prospero, 579 sales.
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Cilicia, Tarsus

Stater circa 370, AR 10.68 g. TEPXIKON Head of Hera 1., wearing stephane decorated with palmette and
two circles, earrings and necklace. Rev. Heracles kneeling 1., fighting Nemean lion; below, club. Robinson,
NC 1948, pl. V. 11 (these dies). SNG France 235. SNG Levante 63 (this reverse die).

Very rare. An interesting reverse type and a lovely iridescent tone, about extremely fine 8°000

Ex Giessener Miinzhandlung 52, 1990, 357 and New York XXVII, 2012, Prospero, 600 sales.

While most inscribed issues struck in Tarsus in the fourth century BC tend to carry Aramaic legends naming the
incumbent Persian satrap of Cilicia, this stater features a Greek legend that identifies it as a “Tarsic [coin]”. This legend
marks it as an essentially civic issue although it was almost certainly produced with the acquiescence of Datames, the
satrap ruling at the time the coin was struck. The reverse type depicting Herakles strangling the Nemean lion is far more
appropriate to the Cilician city of Mallos than to Tarsus and indeed very similar types were used there in the fifth and
fourth centuries BC. When this is combined with the prevalence of Greek legends on the coins of Mallos, one wonders
whether this coin might not have been struck at Mallos on behalf of Tarsus although it is difficult to think of a reason why
this might of happened. It is equally unclear why the obverse type depicting the head of Hera seems to be closely modeled
on depictions of Hera found on issues of Amisos (as the Athenian refoundation of Peiraieus) struck in the late fifth and
early fourth centuries BC.

Cyprus. Kings of Salamis, Evagoras I circa 411- 374

Tetrobol, Salamis circa 411-374, AR 3.32 g. Heracles naked seated 1. holding horn; behind bow. Rev. ba si
le 0 se in Cypriot characters. Goat crouching r. BMC 57. Weber 1730. Tziambazis 114.
Rare. Old cabinet tone and very fine 500

Ex Glendining 18 February 1976, 44 and NAC 59, 2011, 1678 sales.

Pnytagoras, 351 — 332

1/12 stater, AV 0.68 g. Turreted head of Aphrodite 1.: in r. field, I1. Rev. Diademed head of Aphrodite 1.; in
r. field, ba in Cypriot character. de Luynes 2951. Traité II, 1185 and pl. CXXVIII, 27. Markou, L'or 437
(these dies).
Very rare and in exceptional condition for the issue, undoubtledly among the finest
specimens known. Perfectly struck and centred on a full flan. Good extremely fine 7°500

Ex Morton & Eden sale 64, 2013, 64.
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Seleucid kings, Anthiochus II, 261 — 246

202

Tetradrachm, Sardes circa 261-264, AR 17.12 g. Diademed head r. Rev. BAXIAEQY — ANTIOXOY Apollo
seated 1. on omphalos, holding bow and arrow; in exergue, [IN and Al both in monograms. WSM 1387, pl.
1vi 2 (these dies). SC 518d.
A magnificent portrait in the finest Hellenistic style, perfectly struck and
centred in high relief. Superb old cabinet tone and extremely fine 207000

Ex Freeman & Sear Manhattan sale 11, 2011, Peter Gruber, 69.

Antiochus III, 223 — 187

203

Tetradrachm, Nisibis circa 223-187, AR 16.90 g. Diademed head r. Rev. BAZIAEQYX — ANTIOXOY
Elephant advancing r.; in fields, two monograms. Houghton, The Elephants of Nisibis, in ANSMN 31
(1986), 5 (this coin). SC 986.1 (this coin listed). SNG Copenhagen 143. SNG Spear 691 (different
monograms but this obverse die). Boston 272a (different monograms but this obverse die).
An extremely rare variety of a very rare type. A superb portrait and an interesting
reverse composition. Wonderful old cabinet tone, minor traces of double
striking on reverse, otherwise extremely fine 60’000

Ex Numismatic Art and Ancient Coins 17 April 1986, 243 and NGSA 6, 2011, 111 sales.

Between 212/11 and 204 BC, Antiochos Il embarked upon the reconquest of the Upper Satrapies, many of which seceded
from the Seleukid Empire during the chaotic reign of Seleukos II. He restored Seleukid authority in Armenia and Parthia,
formed an alliance with Euthydemos I of Baktria, and renewed former Seleukid treaties with the Mauryan Empire of India.
The latter allowed him to increase the number of his war elephants such as the one depicted on the reverse of the present
coin. Indeed, the animal on this coin may refer precisely to the additional elephants obtained by the king since it was
struck in the period following the return of Antiochus III to the West. Upon his return, he put his soldiers and elephants to
good use reconquering former Seleukid territories in Asia Minor and successfully wresting Phoenicia and Koile Syria from
Ptolemaic control in 201 BC. Alas, as the power of the Seleukid king grew, he came into conflict with the Romans and
their Greek allies. In 192 BC, Antiochos Il mounted an invasion of mainland Greece in support of the Aitolian League and
hoped to drive the Romans back to Italy. Unfortunately, he was defeated at Thermopylae and forced to withdraw to Asia
Minor, where he was again defeated at the Battle of Magnesia (190/89 BC). In the following year, the king was forced to
accept the humiliating Peace of Apamea, which denied Asia Minor north of the Taurus to the Seleukid Empire and limited
the number of ships and elephants in the Seleukid arsenal.

108



204

205

206

Tetradrachm, rose mint (Edessa?) circa 223-217, AR 16.91 g.. Diademed head r. Rev. BAXIAEQX
ANTIOXOY Apollo seated 1. on omphalos, holding arrow in r. hand and bow in 1.; in outer 1. field, rose and
in 1., PA in monogram. Newell, ESM 296. SC 1121.2c.

Old cabinet tone, minor traces of die shift on reverse, otherwise about extremely fine 800

Privately purchased from Vinchon in 2011.

Samaria

ma'al-obol, uncertain mint circa IV century BC, AR 0.73 g. Helmeted head of Athena r. Rev. sn-Shomron
in Aramaic characters Owl standing facing; Aramaic letters flanking. Meshorer & Qedar 87. Hendin 1037.
Rare. Good very fine 1’500

Ex Harlan J. Berk Buy or Bid sale 173, 2011, 183.

Kings of Parthia. Phraates II1, 70/69 — 58/7

(=
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206

Drachm, Rhagai circa 62, AR 4.06 g. Diademed bust facing wearing necklace with medallion. Rev.
BAZIAEQY MEI'AAOY APXAKOY KAI - ®IAEAAHNOX EINIOGANOYX - OEOIIATOPOX
EYEPTETOY Archer (Arsakes I) seated r. on omphalos, holding bow; in inner r. field, I'P ligate. Sellwood
35.7 (Darius ?). Shore 165. Sunrise 331.
In exceptional condition for the issue. A superb portrait perfectly struck on a full flan
with a wonderful old cabinet tone, unobtrusive traces of double striking
on reverse, otherwise extremely fine 3°500

Ex Gemini-Heritage sale VIIL, 2011, 120.
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Kings of Bactria. Euthydemus II, 190 — 185

207

208

209

Tetradrachm, Merv circa 190-185, AR 17.04 g. Draped and diademed bust of Euthydemus r. Rev.
BAZIAEQY / EY — ®OIAHMOY Naked Heracles standing to front, holding wreath, lion's skin and club; in
lower 1. field, monogram. Mitchiner 113b. Bopearachchi series 1D. SNG ANS 217.
A splendid portrait struck in high relief and a wonderful iridescent tone, almost invisible
traces of double striking on obverse, otherwise good extremely fine / extremely fine 4’500

Ex Triton sale XTIV, 2011, 426.

Agathocles, 185 - 170

208

Tetradrachm, Merv circa 190-180, AR 16.03 g. Diademed head r. Rev. BAXIAEQY — ATAGOKAEOYX
Zeus standing facing, holding spear and a small statue of Hecate, who is holding a torch in each hand; in
inner 1. field, monogram. Mitchiner 137a. Bopearachchi series 1D. SNG ANS 230.

A bold portrait struck in high relief, minor areas of porosity, otherwise extremely fine 2’500

Ex CNG sale 87,2011, 732.

Eucratides I, circa 171-145

209

Tetradrachm circa 165-160 BC, AR 16.93 g. Helmeted and draped bust r. Rev. BAXIAEQY / ME['TAAOY /

EYKPATIAOY The Dioscuri on prancing horses r. both holding spears and palm branches; in lower r. field,

monogram. Mitchiner 177f. Bopearachchi series 6, pl. 18, 44. SNG ANS 473 var. (different monogram).
Struck on a very broad flan and with a lovely light iridescent tone. Extremely fine 2’500

Ex Ira & Larry Goldberg sale 62, 2011, 3157.
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Kings of Egypt. Ptolemy II Philadelphos, 285 — 246

210

In the name of Arsinoe II. Decadrachm, Alexandria circa 261-253, AR 35.53 g. Veiled and diademed head
of Arsinoe II r.; behind head, Y. Rev. APXINOHX — ®IAAAEA®OY Double cornucopiae filled with fruit
and bound with fillets. BMC 18. SNG Berry 1474. Svoronos 508 and pl. XVI, 10. Faces of Power, 897
(this coin). CPE 338 (this coin illustrated)
Very rare. Struck on unusually fresh metal and with a wonderful old
cabinet tone, about extremely fine 20°000

Ex Leu 77, 2000, 384; NAC 23, 2002, 1309 and NAC 59, 2011, 659 sales. From the Adda collection.

Upon her death in July of 270 BC, Arsinoe II, the sister-wife of King Ptolemy II, was deified and a cult was established in
her honour as Thea Philadelphus (‘brother-loving goddess'). It was a new cult, distinct from the Theoi Adelphoi ('sibling
gods') cult, which by 272/1 had been established for Arsinoe and her husband. The first honorary coinage for Arsinoe II
and her new cult appears to have been silver decadrachms, which were issued soon after her death. Starting in about 261/0,
the same types were employed for gold coins that must have been as impressive then as they are today. The largest of these
was an octodrachm or mnaieion (one-mina piece) that appears to have been worth 100 silver drachms, and was struck
under successive Ptolemaic kings for about 150 years or more. Arsinoe's portrait is carefully composed to show her royal
pedigree and her divinity. Her status as a queen is attested by the jewelled diadem at her forehead, and her divinity by the
lotus sceptre at her shoulder and the ram's horn at her ear. While the obverse is devoted solely to the queen, the reverse is
dedicated to her sibling relationship with Ptolemy II. The inscription APXINOHY ®IAAAEA®OY ("[coin] of Arsinoe,
brother-lover") is paired with a double cornucopiae, which presumably represents brother and sister. As a symbol of
bounty and fertility, the double-cornucopiae laden with grain and fruit and bound by a fillet is thought to have been a
personal badge of Arsinoe II.

211

In the name of Arsinoe II. Decadrachm, Alexandria circa 253/2-246, AR 34.52 g. Veiled and diademed
head of deified Arsinoe II r.; behind head, EE. Rev. APZINOHZ — ®IAAAEA®OY Double cornucopiae
filled with fruit and bound with fillets. Svoronos 940 (Ptolemy III). Troxell Group III. CPE 347.
Very rare. Light iridescent tone, minor traces of smoothing in
fields, otherwise good very fine 8’000

Ex Vinchon sale 3 March 1975, J.P.G., 83. Privately purchased from Vinchon in 2011.
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213

214

Ptolemy III Euergetes, 246 — 222

2 '» drachms, Alexandria after 241, AV 10.67 g. Diademed and veiled bust of Berenice II r. Rev.
BEPENIKHY — BAXIAIZXHYE Cornucopiae filled with fruit and bound with fillets; on either side, star.
Svoronos 979 and pl. XXIX, 7 (these dies). BMC 3. Boston 2279. McClean 9790. CPE 738.

Very rare. Light reddish tone, good very fine / about extremely fine 157000

Ex Vinchon 29 April 1974, Roger Peyrefitte, 123 and Kiinker 168, 2010, 7450 sales.

Ptolemy IV Philopator, 221-205

213

Octodrachm in the name of Ptolemy III, Alexandria circa 221-205, AV 27.74 g. Radiate and diademed bust
of deified Ptolemy III r., wearing aegis and trident over l. shoulder. Rev. BAXIAEQY — [ITOAEMAIOY
Radiate cornucopiae bound with royal diadem; below, Al. Svoronos 1117. SNG Copenhagen 196. CPE
887. Good very fine 7°500

Ex NAC sale 59, 2011, 1710.

Tetradrachm, Alexandria 221-203, AR 14.04 g. Joined draped busts r. of Serapis, wreathed, and Isis,
diademed. Rev. IITOAEMAIOY — BAXIAEQY Eagle standing l. on thunderbolt; behind, double
cornucopiae and below the legs, Al. Svoronos 1124. SNG Copenhagen 197-198. Landvatter 37a (these
dies). CPE 892. Very rare. A lovely jugate bust of fine style, light old cabinet

tone and about extremely fine 57000

Ex Beaussant Lefevre sale 2, 2011, 75.
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217

Ptolemy V Epiphanes, 205 — 180

215

Drachm, Alexandria circa 197-183/2, & 30.98 g. Draped and wreathed head of Isis r. Rev. BAXIAEQY —
I[ITOAEMAIOY Eagle, open wings, standing 1. on thunderbolt. Svoronos 1233. SNG Copenhagen 246.
Dark tone and good very fine 750

Ex Auctiones 13, 1983, 441 and CNG 87, 2011, 703 sales. From the HLT collection.

Ptolemy VI Philometor, 180 — 145 or Ptolemy VIII Euergetes, 145 — 116

In the name of Arsinoe II. Octodrachm, Alexandria 180-116, AV 27.66 g. Diademed and veiled head of
the deified Arsinoe Il r.; in 1. field, K. Rev. APZINOHXZ — ®IAAAEA®OY Double cornucopiae filled with
fruit and bound with fillets. Svoronos 1499 and pl. 51, 21. SNG Copenhagen 322. Boston 2293.

About extremely fine 7°500

Privately purchased from Freeman & Sear in 2011.

In the name of Arsinoe II. Tetradrachm, Alexandria circa 180-116, AV 13.99 g. Veiled and diademed head

of Arsinoe II r. behind, K. Rev. APXINOHX — ®IAAAEA®OY Double cornucopiae filled with fruit and
bound with fillets. BMC 40. Svoronos 1500 and pl. LI, 22 (these dies). SNG Copenhagen —.
Very rare and in exceptional condition for the issue. An unobtrusive flan crack

at one o’clock on obverse, otherwise good extremely fine 187000

Ex Tkalec 25-26 April 1989, 189 and Hess-Divo 310, 2008, 210 sales. Privately purchased from Freeman & Sear in 2011.
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Cyrenaica, Barce

218

Tetradrachm, magistrate Akesios circa 360, AR 12.64 g. B—A /P —-K /A —1 Silphium plant. Rev. AKE —
2IOX Facing head of Zeus Ammon, with his eyes wide-open and his hair flowing behind him on each side.
BMC 32 and pl. 36, 8 (this obverse die) and p. clxxvii, 32 and pl. 47, 8 (this reverse die). Traité 270.
Jameson 2137. ACGC 1076. cf. New York sale XXVII, 2012, Prospero, 629 (this obverse die).
Very rare and possibly the finest coin of Cyrenaica in existence. A portrait of enchanting
beauty, the work of a very talented master engraver, perfectly struck and centred on a full
flan. Lovely old cabinet tone. Weakly struck on obverse, otherwise extremely fine 2507000

Ex Leu 22, 1979, 180 (illustrated on the cover page) and DNW Al1, 2011, 2017 sales.

The types of this tetradrachm celebrate the two most famous exports of Cyrenaica: the cult of Zeus Ammon and the
silphium plant. The latter is thought to have been an extinct variety of giant fennel and was used in antiquity for seasoning
and medicine. Silphium grew only on a narrow coastal strip of the Cyrenaica and was used as a cure for a variety of
ailments including cough, sore throat, fever, indigestion, general aches and pains, and even insanity. However, it has been
suggested that the plant may have been most desired for its use as a contraceptive. Overharvesting and excessive demand
led to the extinction of the plant in the first century AD—the last stalk of silphium was reportedly sent to Nero (AD
54-68). Zeus Ammon had an important oracular shrine at the Oasis of Siwah that was catapulted to fame when Alexander
the Great made a visit and was hailed as son of the god. Zeus Ammon was essentially a native Libyan deity syncretized
with both the Egyptian fertility god Amun and Greek Zeus. He is regularly distinguished from other forms of Zeus by his
ram’s horns—a feature borrowed from the iconography of Egyptian Amun. The facing depiction of Zeus Ammon on the
present tetradrachm is brilliant in its execution and wonderfully preserved. The deep staring eyes of Zeus Ammon seem to
beckon the viewer to come closer and ask a question for the oracular god to answer.
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Cyrene

219

Stater circa 322-314, AV 8.62 g. KYPANAI — QN Slow quadriga driven r. by Nike, holding kentron and
reins; above, sun. Rev. Zeus-Ammon seated 1., holding eagle in extended r. hand; in 1. field, thymiaterion,
and in r., XAIPIO retrograde. McClean 9941 and pl. 375, 8. Naville 83 (these dies). SNG Copenhagen
1209 (these dies). Very rare and in exceptional condition for the issue. Struck

in high relief on a full flan and good extremely fine 357000

Ex Hirsch XXI, 1908, Weber, 4641; Hirsch XXXIII, 1913, von Schennis, 976 and Leu 13, 1975, 347 sales.

This beautifully preserved stater depicts a quadriga driving under the hot Libyan sun. The driver is commonly described as
Nike, but close inspection of the detailed figure in the car shows that it lacks the signature wings of the goddess of victory
and that the driver is actually a laureate male. One wonders whether this could be a depiction of Ophellas, the Ptolemaic
governor of the Cyrenaica when the coin was struck. Ophellas had been a trierarch under Alexander the Great, but
followed Ptolemy I to Egypt after the death of the Macedonian conqueror. In 322 BC, Ophellas conquered the Cyrenaica
on behalf of Ptolemy I and became governor of the region. He may have been briefly overthrown by a revolt in Cyrene in
313 BC, but this was soon repressed. Ophellas was certainly back in power in 309/8 BC, when he agreed to a military
alliance with Agathokles of Syracuse against the Carthaginians. Unfortunately, after he marshaled the forces of Cyrene,
Agathokles decided that he did not wish to share the command and killed Ophellas. The reverse type depicts Zeus Lykaios
enthroned and is clearly influenced by the figure of Zeus Aetophoros on the popular and widely circulating tetradrachms of
Alexander the Great.
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